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Emergency appeal to Judiciary and Law Enforcement Agencies to protect women against 

domestic violence by Citizen’s Initiative against Domestic Violence (CIDV) Coalition   

 

Under the current circumstances of lockdown due to the Coronavirus infection, the Citizen’s 

Initiative against Domestic Violence has noticed that the victims of domestic violence cannot go 

to the police stations physically to file GD and FIR and, also, cannot go to the Courts to file 

complaints cases. Moreover, the lower Courts are operating in a limited sphere during the 

lockdown and cannot focus on protection orders against domestic violence. From various media 

sources, we already know that during the present lockdown scenario, domestic violence is on the 

rise.1 Under these circumstances, on 30 April 2020, 25 member organizations of the CIDV 

Coalition have made a plea to the Chief Justice for taking necessary steps so that Courts can take 

these cases into account and victims can file GD and FIR in a digital platform. 

 

1)  Incorporating virtual hearings and litigation on digital platforms as a priority: The 

Coalition appeals that the First Class Magistrate Court or any other competent Court with 

jurisdiction to take cognizance of and try domestic violence cases so that the victims can file 

complaints including GDs and FIRs on the proposed digital platform and to initiate virtual 

hearings and case disposals. Moreover, the Coalition appeals to the Chief Justice to instruct 

the First Class Magistrate Court or any other competent Court with jurisdiction to issue 

protection orders, residence orders, compensation orders, and safe custody orders for victims 

on an emergency basis under the Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection) Act, 2010.  

 

2) Deployment of one female police officer in each police station: The alliance also appeals to 

the Inspector General of Police to deploy two policemen including one female police officer 

in each police station and one police officer in each outpost round the clock to prevent violence 

against women and children and increase the duration of shelter service in victim support 

centers. 

 

3) To take initiative to file a complaint including filing GD and FIR online: Besides, the 

alliance is appealing to the government to take initiative to file complaints, including filing 

GDs and FIRs online, in the police station. 

 

It is to be noted that the recommendations were raised in an online view-exchange meeting held 

on 28 April 2020 organised by the CIDV Coalition.  
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1 https://bigd.bracu.ac.bd/publications/media-tracking-of-domestic-violence-bangladesh/ 
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